
HINTON ST MARY PARISH COUNCIL 
                                                                                   

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Council   
held at Hinton St Mary Village Hall 
on Tuesday May 27th 2025 at 7pm 

 
Present:- 
Chairman:-    Steve Johnson (SJ) 
Councillors:-     Rob Bartlett (RB) Jo Curtis (JC) Celia Wright (CW) 
County Councillor:- Carole Jones 
 
Clerk –  Vivian Hitchmough (VH) 
 
2025.12 Apologies:- Mark Steggles (MS) 
 
2025.13 Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday May 14th 2024 were agreed and duly 

signed. 
2025.14 The Chairman Steve Johnson had indicated his need to stand down from the 

Chairmanship and Councillors agreed that Cllr Celia Wright would stand as 
Chairman.    The Clerk will initiate proceedings with Dorset Council to recruit 
another Councillor to make the full number to five Councillors. 

Election of Chairman and Officers 
 
Position                 Name     Proposed Seconded 

 
Chairman  Celia Wright    RB  JC  
  
Vice Chair  Jo Curtis    RB  CW 
Planning  Jo Curtis    CW               RB 
Roads, Drains etc Rob Bartlett                                         CW  JC   
Defibrillator  Celia Wright                             RB  JC 
S.I.D   Mark Steggles    JC  CW 
          
 
2025.15 All Declarations of Acceptance of Office were duly signed and witnessed by 

the Clerk 
 
2025.16 Chairman’s Report    (SJ) 
“ I am pleased to report that the Parish Council year has run very smoothly during this term. 
The main focus has been the pursuit of a revised 20 mph speed limit in the heart of the 
village.   Following a consultation of residents and a subsequent traffic survey a decision has 
been made to begin the process of applying for the new limit.  We feel this would be a real 
benefit to the safety of our fabulous village. 
As the White Horse pub continues to thrive it has generated issues with increased traffic 
and parking in the area and we are pleased to announce the estate are implementing 
further measures to assist with this tricky situation. 



The work being done by Bartlett Contractors on behalf of Wessex Water is having an 
ongoing impact in the village but it is recognised that the reactive  work done by Bartletts is 
keeping disruption to a minimum.    
I would like to thank my fellow Councillors and our Clerk, Viv, for their support and hard 
work throughout the year and a thank you to County Councillor Carole Jones for attending 
our meetings and giving excellent advice and information. 
As my time as Chairman is at an end, I would like to thank all councillors past and present 
for their support during my tenure and I would like to wish the incoming chairperson the 
very best of luck in their new role.” 
Steve Johnson. 
 
 
2025.17 The Clerk presented copies of the Annual return and draft accounts, the 

Governance statement and the Certificate of exemption AGAR 2024/25 Part 
two.     The Chairperson duly signed all the necessary forms and the Clerk will 
return to the Auditors in due course. 

 Cheques for subscriptions and donations were duly signed. 
 
2025.18 Councillors agreed the risk assessment and asset register for 2025/26 going 

forward. 
 
2025.19 The Chairman closed the meeting at 7.30pm 


